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ABSTRACT

Four Latina migrant mothers who traveled with their
families to pick tomatoes in northeastern Pennsylvania were
interviewed as part of an oral history project. The women came from
Mexico and Guatemala, were 22-37 years old, and had levels of formal
education that ranged from "very little" to 9 years. They were
interviewed about the goals and expectations of their childhood as
defined by family and culture, the realities of their adult lives as
migrant mothers, and their expectations for their children's future.
The telling of their stories encouraged the mothers to explore the
impact of the values and norms of Latina and migrant cultures, as
well as family commitment to education, on their own limited life
choices. The women's stories also depict the contradictory values
that they and their children experience, including differences in sex
role expectations between their own and the dominant culture, and the
choice between continuing one's education in order to seek careers
outside of farmwork or taking advantage of the immediate availability
of work and the opportunity to make money. Many Latina migrant
mothers would like to help lift their children out of the migrant
life style. The concept of parental involvement should be expanded to
include ways educators can empower these mothers to negotiate the
cultural and life-style stumbling blocks in their and their
children's way. Includes interview excerpts and an oral history
outline. (Author/SV)
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